28	VOCABULARY
7. Simple love of the long word.
The wide public importance of these proposals (customs regulations)
has now been conceived in no desultory manner.—Guernsey Advertiser.
We have touched shortly upon four dozen of what we call
malaprops. Now possible malaprops, in our extended sense,
are to be reckoned not by the dozen, but by the million. More-
over, out of our four dozen, not more than some half a dozen
are uses that it is worth any one's while to register individually
in his mind for avoidance. The conclusion of which is this: we
have made no attempt at cataloguing the mistakes of this sort
that must not be committed; every one must construct his own
catalogue by care, observation, and the resolve to use no word
whose meaning he is not sure of—even though that resolve
bring on him the extreme humiliation of now and then opening
the dictionary. Our aim has been, not to make a list, but to
inculcate a frame of mind.
NEOLOGISMS
Most people of literary taste will say on this point 'It must
needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom
the offence cometh'. They are Liberal-Conservatives, their
liberalism being general and theoretic, their conservatism
particular and practical. And indeed, if no new words were to
appear, it would be a sign that the language was moribund; but
it is well that each new word that does appear should be severely
scrutinized.
The progress of arts and sciences gives occasion for the large
majority of new words; for a new thing we must have a new
name; hence, for instance, motor, argon, appendicitis. It is
interesting to see that the last word did not exist, or was at least
too obscure to be recorded, when the Oxford Dictionary began to
come out in 1884; we cannot do without it now. Nor is there in
the same volume any sign of argon, which now has three pages
of the Encyclopaedia Britannica to itself. The discoverers of it
are to be thanked for having also invented for it a name that is

